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Request to Lift ï January 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  290-292 Tappan Street 

Applicant:  290-292 Tappan St, LLC 

Building Type:  House (Partial) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

 
     

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
290-292 Tappan Street was constructed as a two family dwelling in 1923. The house was part of a larger development by 

Aberdeen Realty Corporation. After subdividing a single parcel formerly owned by Sarah R.H. Bowditch into multiple 

lots, Aberdeen Realty Corporation built all of the houses on the south side of Tappan Street from numbers 238 to 302. All 

of the houses were permitted to be built in 1923, and all were designed by A.W. Laurie and C.T. McFarland. McFarland, 

the architect for the majority of the buildings part of the Chestnut Hill Benevolent Association off of Boylston Street, and 

Laurie reused the same designs, at times as mirror images, for the Tappan Street development. 290-292 Tappan Street was 

the same design as 238-240 and 264-266 Tappan Street. 

 

The front elevation of 290-292 Tappan Street appears to have been influenced by the Tudor (English Revival) style that 

was popular in the early twentieth century. The front facade still showcases its projecting two story front gable slate roof, 

decorative half timbering with stucco infill on the second floor, and its original round arched front entry. Other than the 

application of California stucco to existing stucco areas in 1957, which contained colored pigment in its prepackaged 

factory mix, the primary front façade remains mostly unaltered in design. The use of stucco and brick cladding continues 

on the other three elevations, though it is not as playful as the front. Permitted alterations include the conversion of rear 

basement storage space into a garage in 1925, and conversion of space into a second garage shortly after in 1929. A rear 

sundeck was added in 1973.  

 

At its September 10, 2019 public hearing, the Brookline Preservation Commission imposed a twelve month demolition 

stay on the house at 290-292 Tappan Street, finding that it meets the following criteria of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 
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d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The applicant has requested that the Commission consider lifting the stay of demolition based upon its review of the 

proposed plans for the property. The proposal consists of adding an additional story which would be within the existing 

footprint and raise the ridge from 152.17 feet to 158.22 feet, as well as minor extensions to the existing footprint in the 

rear and changes to the fenestration. The proposal does require zoning relief, and the applicant has obtained a positive 

recommendation from the Planning Board after making requested changes, as well as approval from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. The plans are included as a separate document for review.  

 

 
Aerial view of 290-292 Tappan Street, looking east. 

 
Aerial view 290-292 Tappan Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 290-292 Tappan Street, looking west. 

 
Aerial view of 290-292 Tappan Street, looking south. 
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Photographs of the front elevation of 290-292 Tappan Street 


